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Social   Settlements

supported the candidacy of Henry George for ! many of their views  and method? by the

mayor in New York. It grew but slowly.
In 1892 it nominated for the first time can-
didates for President and Vice-President. In
1897, a rival socialist organization was form-
ed by Victor L. Berger of Milwaukee and Eu-
gene V. Debs, a former labor leader. It fin-
ally adopted the name of 'Social Democratic
Party,' and united in 1901 with a large por-
tion of the old Socialist Labor Party. It is
now known as the Socialist Party. In the
spring election of 1910 the Socialist party car-
ried the city of Milwaukee, and in the fol-
lowing November it elected Victor L. Berger
as the first socialistic Congressman.

Previous to the World War socialism was
gaining rapidly in the countries of Europe,
in England, and in the United States. Eu-
gene V. Debs polled over 900,000 votes as
Socialist candidate for President in 1912.
But the World War ended for the time being
any hopes of international socialism, as the
groups fell into their former local and na-
tional divisions. During and immediately fol-
lowing the War, however, the Socialists
worked for peace, with conferences and con-
gresses in 1916, 1917, 1918, 1919, and 1920.
Meanwhile the Bolshevik movement, con-
sidered by many to be an extreme outgrowth
of socialism but repudiated with equal in-
sistence by the more moderate Socialists, was
taking over Russia. An international confer-
ence was again held in 1922, with more unity
of aim between the national groups than at
any time since 1914. In Great Britain the
Labor party, which embraced some Socialist
groups, came into power under Premier
Ramsay Macdonald. In the United States
there were gains and counter-balancing losses
in the decade from 1920 to 1930. These cen-
tered to some degree around individual fig-
ures. Victor Berger had, as editor and speak-
er, stood out against the War. In 1918 he
was brought to trial for violation of the
Espionage Act, and was sentenced to prison
for twenty years. His Milwaukee constitu-
ency elected him in 1918 and in 1919 to the
seat from which he was excluded by the
House of Representatives.

In 1921 the Supreme Court reversed his
conviction, and from 1923-1928 he was a
member of Congress. Norman Thomas, pop-
ular with many outside his own party, has
run as candidate for President and polled
considerable votes. But the chief influence
of the Socialists in the United States has
been in recent years through the adoption of

other political parties. Since the establishmtLt
of a communistic state in Ru?sia, persons
who once would have been affiliated with the
left wing of the socialist movement have
broken with that party and joined the com-
munist rank.3.
Social Security Act, an act of Congress
signed by Pres. Roosevelt Aug. 14, 1935 to
give unemployment compensation, old-age
assistance and benefits, and aid to children,
mothers, and the blind.
Social Settlements, neighborhood centers
established in the poorer and more congested
districts of many large cities for the purpose
of promoting better and closer relations be-
tween the so-called upper and lower classes,
and for improving local living conditions
generally. The settlement idea had its origin
in England, when in 1875 Edward Denison.
a wealthy Oxford man, took up his residence
in East London with Rev. John Green, the
vicar of the parish, with the object of work-
ing for the betterment of that neighborhood.
In 1875 Arnold Toynbee associated himself
with Rev. Samuel A. Barnett (later Canon
of Westminster) and Mrs. Barnett in the
parish of St. Jude's, Whitechapel. The work
of both Denison and Toynbee was cut short
by death, but the movement to which they
had given their lives continued. In 1883 Mr.
Barnett made a stirring appeal to a group
of young Oxford students that they should
establish a settlement of university men in
the Whitechapel district, where they might
live, familiarizing themselves with conditions,
making friends with the people, and entering
in a helpful way into all aspects of their
lives and the next year Toynbee Hall was
opened.
In the United States the first settlement,
known as the Neighborhood Guild, was or-
ganized in 1886, by Samuel Coit, who had
spent a brief period at Toynbee Hall. It was
established in the Lower East Side district
of New York and was later known as Uni-
versity Settlement. Hull House was opened
in Chicago in 1889 under the guidance of
Jane Addams and Ellen Starr. The College
Settlement in New York, started by Vida
Scudder and other Smith College graduates,
and Andover House, later South End House,
in Boston, established by Prof. William J.
Tucker of the Andover Theological Seminary,
soon followed. The primary object of the
settlement, both in the beginning and in
most cases in its later development, is not